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Hastinapura was the glorious capital city of
the Kuru Kingdom, a kingdom which
altogether from boundary to boundary
occupied an area the size of a modern
metropolitan city with its suburbia. People
proudly used to refer to this small district
which even didnt have an independent
name as the Hastinapur Empire, or
Hastinapur Samrajya. The Mahabharata, as
we know, is the epic story of the mammoth
dynastic struggle between two sets of
brothers, mutual cousins, for the throne of
Hastinapura. This family conflict somehow
escalated into one of the greatest wars that
ever took place in the history of humanity,
involving several millions of soldiers and
top-notch warriors, and wreaking untold
havoc on the entire country, way back in
those ancient times. Wherein lay the seeds
of this colossa wanton destruction? It all
began in much happier times. The vast
empire was divided between the Kaurava
brothers and Pandava brothers and al of
them lived in peace and prosperity for a
good while. But in those days there was no
television and people ssmply got bored to
death, there was just not enough drama
going on in their lives. The tedium of
everyday life must have seemed deathly
particularly to the people of the ruling elite.
There seemed to be no point in living, for it
was war that gave meaning and purpose to
life. And herein lay the true seeds of
destruction: the simple fact that TV wasnt
invented yet. Something had to be done,
but the whole political and social milieu
was more or less at a static equilibrium,
and no one had any clue how to proceed. Is
the Mahabharata story over before it could
even begin properly? That would have
spelled disaster; a place like ancient India
deprived of its epics is like a modern
middle class home deprived of its satellite
television. There is an eerie absence of
raucous noise, the calm is chillingly
funereal. And the Almighty God of the
universe would not have it that way.
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