The History of Tobacco and Tobacco Collectibles

This history book is written to integrate tobacco history and collectible tobacciana. It is hoped
the reader will find these facts on tobacco interesting and perhaps save or collect tobacco
history and artifacts. All tobacco use is being regulated more often and banned from public
areas due primarily to health reasons. Old tobacco products including signs, cigarette packs,
tins, pipes, boxes, cards, humidors, and other devices used in dispensing tobacco will only
increase in value. As with all antiques and collectibles, the price will rise and fall with current
vogues. Some prices, such as a Mayflower Coffee Shop match cover, costs about five cents to
purchase; a Salem cigarette lighter sells for ten to fifteen dollars; a Cigar Store Indian can
fetch sixty thousand dollars; and a complete set (143) of 1887 Gold Coin brand cards, issued
by D. Buchner Tobacco Company, depicting baseball players, jockeys, firemen, actors, and
policemen can bring sixty-five thousand dollars.
In the 1930s, German doctors were the
first to identify the link between tobacco and lung cancer. It has taken the United States eighty
years to curtail the public from consuming tobacco products. Today, about eighteen to twenty
percent of Americans continue to smoke, and countless thousands continue to suffer and die
from associated cancers and lung diseases. As tobacco trend usage continues to decrease in
industralized countries, the emerging nations, such as China and Indonesia, are increasing their
tobacco consumption.
As of 2002, about five trillion cigarettes were produced worldwide
and consumed by one billion people. The global impact of tobacco consumption will continue
to evolve and its history recorded.
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